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Meet the Man Who Could End Global
Warming

Muclear power — dangerous, right? And there's nowhere to put the
nuclear waste, rnight? Eric Loewen is the evangelist of the sodium

fast reactor, which burns nuclear waste, emits no CO2, and might
just save the world.

PLUS: One (Republican) Senator's Quest for Clean Nuclear Power

By John H. Richardson
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The man who is going to save the world is an
ordinary-looking man. He's average in height, with an 42? 14
average face. He has blue eyes and sandy hair. He digg
wears eyeglasses. He's forty-eight years old. He looks T ¢ =
like the kind of guy you'd see buffing his car in the digg it LEEES
driveway or shopping for a new grill at Sears, a classic all-American
Homo suburbanus, but in fact he is a former officer of the United States
Navy with 2 Ph.D. in a fiendishly complicated type of engineering. He is
low-key and unassuming, with a quiet midwestern sense of humor. He
loves to surf and ski and cook and drink martinis and host large groups
of people for long meals, spreading newspapers across the table to
catch flying scraps of crab.
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The man who is going to save the world leads high school field trips. He
attends an Episcopal church where the priest is a woman. When he had
a bigger house, he took in a series of foster children while they waited
far adoption, eleven in all. He volunteers with a charity that teaches
surfing to autistic children. One morning I watched him standing in the
warm Carolina surf for hours, catching the kids as they fell off their
surfboards. They went out scared and came back quivering with joy.

The man who is going to save the world is also a damn good father, a
tendency that is at the heart of this world-saving business. His oldest
child is an adorable high school senior named Zatha who is friendly and
fearless, eager and full of questions, senior-class president, first-place
winner in the statewide cross-country competition two years in 3 row.
There's a glimpse of his parenting skills in the "racebook” he's using to

Enter tﬂ Win encourage his son, Hans:

$1’000’000 Team time trial, August 3, 2009, Monday.

The word Go was stated. The students took off, boys and girls. Kevin took
the lead and you got behind him. Many thought, "Rookie mistake. Hans will
fade,” but Hans didn't sfow down. His shadow continued to haunt Kevin all
the way around the three-lap course, You had a time of 19:05, This is
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amazing, Hans. So a quote and a question:
"Effort and courage is not enough without purpose and direction.” — JFK

Do you want to be number one this year and this season? If so, please
contact Dad for secret training and coaching. — Dad

Eric Loewen talks the very same way when he is explaining patiently
how he intends to save the world. The problem with saving the world is
that change has no constituency. There is always a constituency for
staying the same, but change is a risk. So change needs, as Loewen
says, a "secret coach.”

The next thing you should know is that Loewen's miracle technology is
not some airy concept. It cost billions of dollars to develop. Some of the
biggest companies in America spent ten years refining it under the close
supervision of the U. 5. government — before the program was
shuttered and abandoned in a hasty political decision that makes Who
Killed the Electric Car? look like a promotional film for General Motors.

Mext, you must also consider the magnitude of the problem he's solving:
a looming series of biblical disasters that include global warming, mass
starvation, financial collapse, resource wars, and a long-term energy
crisis that's much more desperate than most of us realize. Barring any
spectacular new discoveries, assuming current trends in population and
economic growth prevail, all the conventional il in the world will be gone
in about forty years. We can get maybe ten more if we suck dry oil sands
and shale. We have enough natural gas to last about fifty years, enough
coal to last between 150 and 300 years. But these fuels carry a heavy
price. The emissions of coal plants alone carry, along with massive
amounts of CO,, thousands of pounds of beryllium, manganese,
selenium, lead, arsenic, and cadmium. They are 180 times more
radioactive than the U. 5. government's permissible level for the
emissions of nuclear power plants. If we were to burn enough coal to
survive, the result would be acid rain and acidifying oceans and pollution
that kills fifty thousand Americans each year through diseases like
asthma, bronchitis, and emphysema.

Which brings us to global warming. Most scientists now believe that the
tipping point for global disasteris a o, level of 450 parts per million.
Which brings us to global warming. Most scientists now believe that the
tipping point for global disaster is a co, level of 450 parts per million.
We are now at just over 380 ppm and could pass 500 ppm in thirty
years — in which case, in the words of Dr. James Hansen, the NASA
scientist whose grim climate predictions have been coming true for the
last thirty years, "We will hand our children a planet that has entered a
long, chaotic, transient period with climate changes out of their contraol,
as the planet heads inexorably toward an ice-free state.” There are
skeptics, of course, some of them quite distinguished, and a legitimate
debate about just how bad things could get. But the bet is all or
nothing, and an alarming number of the "cautious” are the same people
who said cigarettes don't cause cancer, seat belts are a waste of
money, and evolution is 2 hoax.

So what do we do? That's where this man comes in, because under
most scenarios, solar and wind will never provide much more than 20
percent of our energy needs. Clean coal is a fiction, cap and trade
ineffectual, and conservation almost as useless as Dick Cheney said it
was — if we cut back on oil use by 10 percent, we will buy ourselves
another four years. Hydropower provides only 2.5 percent, and we've
already dammed up as many rivers as we are likely to dam. There's
promise in biofuels, but at this point, all biofuels combined provide less
than 2 percent of our energy needs, and we've already devoted more
than a quarter of our annual corn crop to ethanol production. And
nuclear power — which has the virtue of emitting no CO,, whatsoever —
generates deadly nuclear waste that lasts forever and seems impossible
to safely store.

Which leaves just one solution.
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What If Jesus
Meant All That
Stuff?

By Shane Claiborne

This radical Christian's
ministry for the poor,
The Simple Way, has
gotten him in some
trouble with his fellow
Evangelicals. We
asked him to address
those who don't
believe.

What Makes a
Nation Rich? One
Economist’s Big
Answer

By Daron Acemoglu

Say you're a world
leader and you want
your country's
economy to prosper.
According to this Clark
Medal winner from
MIT, there's a simple
solution: start with
free elections.
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By Tim Heffernan

The tale of two friends
who broke the law and
lived to tell it. Tell
what, exactly? That
jumping fences is a
risk worth taking if
you want to really
lkenow your city.
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The memaoir reads
strikingly similar to
Jack London. Can you
tell the difference?
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